
 
 

2004-2005 Application for  
Commingling/Intermediate Processing/Bulk Tagging Plans 

 
 

This application will assist shellfish dealers with submission of commingling, intermediate 
processing, and bulk tagging plans as required in DMR Regulations 15.19 and 15.20. 
 
* Dealers who package shellstock directly from harvesters must have a written, DMR-
approved commingling plan. 
 
* Dealers who wash and/or repack shellstock must have a written, DMR-approved 
intermediate processing plan. 
 
* Dealers who receive bulk shellstock must have a written, DMR-approved bulk 
tagging plan and an intermediate processing plan. 

 
Directions 

 
The following three pages provide guidance for completing the commingling, intermediate processing, 
and bulk tagging plan applications. Example information is provided on the back of this page. 
 
* Choose the page(s) that you need, fill out the top section, and attach a copy of the correct plan. 
Have your inspector check the application before sending it to the DMR Shellfish Sanitation office. The 
pages will be separated at the office and placed into your dealer file.  
 
Commingling and intermediate processing plans may be done once, and will be considered the current 
plan until changed by the dealer. Bulk tagging plans need to be done each year, but you may make 
reference to your DMR-approved commingling or intermediate processing plan on file at the office when 
you update your bulk tagging plan.  
 
This process will cut down on the amount of paperwork and time you have to spend on applications, and 
the DMR will have your current paperwork on file. 
 
Dealers who submit this completed application will not receive it in the future; they will only receive a 
bulk tagging application. It will be the responsibility of the dealer to send updated commingling and 
intermediate processing plans to the Shellfish Sanitation office when the plans are changed. 
 

 
Please send this completed application with all attachments required to: Shellfish 

Sanitation Program, 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0021. 
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Intermediate Processing Plan 
 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
Name of Company: __________________________________________ 
 
Certification #: _____________ 
 
Mark box if your company doesn’t need this plan: 
 
Name of contact person: __________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 

Requirements 
 
 
This plan establishes procedures the dealer shall use to tag the lot during the washing and packaging of 
shellfish and which includes a Department approved commingling plan, if needed, to ensure that each 
lot of shellstock is separated and identified in a way, which prevents commingling or misidentification. 
 
Identification shall be provided by either: (1) a harvester tag, bulk tag or dealer tag which meet the 
requirements of Chapter 15.19, or (2) a tag for each lot of shellstock as described in Chapter 15.20 (B)(2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please attach a copy of your intermediate processing plan to this page. 
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Commingling Plan 
 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
Name of Company: __________________________________________ 
 
Certification #: _____________ 
 
Mark box if your company doesn’t need this plan: 
 
Name of contact person: __________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 

Requirements 
 
  If a primary dealer (those dealers packaging shellfish directly from harvesters) chooses to 

commingle shellstock, they must possess a written commingling plan approved by the 
Department. 

 
 The plan shall include provisions that minimize commingling but meet the minimum of: 
 
 * Multiple harvest areas from the same harvest date, and/or 
 
 * Multiple harvest dates from the same harvest area are permitted to be commingled. 
 
 * The shellfish tag and records must indicate which areas and/or which dates from the same 

 harvest area have been commingled; i.e. Quahog Bay/Whites Cove, Brunswick  
commingled or Quahog Bay, Brunswick 11/12 & 11/13 commingled. 

 
 
 Shucked product may be commingled if it is in one container and from only two consecutive days 

processing. The areas commingled must be documented in the days shucking log, also in the sales 
records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please attach a copy of your commingling plan to this page. 
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Bulk Tagging Plan 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
Name of Company: __________________________________________ 
 
Certification #: _____________ 
 
Mark box if your company doesn’t need this plan: 
 
Name of contact person: __________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 

Requirements 
 
Bulk tagging means a specified written agreement between a harvester(s), a certified Maine Shellfish 
Dealer and the Department under which mussels, quahogs, surf clams or oysters that are harvested from 
one harvest area on a single day by one licensed harvester may be landed by boat bearing one tag per lot 
(if loose) or per pallet (if bagged, stacked and shrink wrapped). The permit applies only to transportation 
of shellfish from harvest area to the original certified shellfish dealer.  [Refer to DMR Public Health 
Division Policy 3 Rev. 2/13/02.] Each dealer’s bulk tagging permit must be evaluated and approved 
annually by the Department.  The evaluation will include, but not be limited to, an evaluation of written 
application and standard operating procedures as submitted by the dealer, and an inspection of the record 
keeping associated with the permit.  
 
The following information must be submitted to the department as part of the annual application package 
(including but not limited to): 
 
y Name (as it appears on certificate), address, telephone number and certification number included as 
part of a letter requesting a permit for bulk tagging. 
 
y A written standard operating procedure (SOP) which includes: 
 

a description of how product is tagged during transport and intermediate processing (in plant 
handling) before final shipment; 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
how product is handled and tagged when it comes out of wet storage; 

 
how it is to be transported; and 

 
a list of the harvesters, and their license numbers, that will be participating. 

 
Note: Some offshore structures may need permits from the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
 * If the dealer has an approved intermediate processing or commingling plan on file with the 
Department, these plans may be referenced in the SOP. 
 

Please attach a copy of your bulk tagging plan to this page. 
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